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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees of 

the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, November 21, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and via 

video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina D. Picinich  

     Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun      

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi 

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  

Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  

 

Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

     Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

 Absent:    

 

Monday November 21, 2022 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 

Call in#646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605 

Zoom ID:  870 4376 1605 

 

 

 Mayor Picinich opened the meeting and asked everyone to join her in the pledge of 

allegiance.   

 

Public Hearing – Sign Code 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that they open the meeting with a public hearing that 

has been open in reference to modifications to the sign code that has been open for the last 

two (2) meetings.  There have been very few comments on this proposed legislation; the 

ones received were positive and in favor of the changes.  The proposed amendments would 

allow business owners to use A-frame signs in front of their business.   

 

 Mayor Picinich went on to say that the discussion amongst the Board is regarding the 

indemnification of the Village and the licensing agreement that businesses would need to 

sign after this law is adopted.  Mayor Picinich noted that those agreements are not part of 

the code rather they are referenced by the code.  The updated documents were distributed 

to the Board.  

 

 Mr. Singleton stated as a follow up to the last meeting, there was concern regarding 

insurance requirements, and we referred to other sections of the code, what other towns 

require, and most importantly what our insurance agent would consider typical or standard.  

Unfortunately, in today’s world it is not likely to get below $1 million in coverage.  That 

seems to be consistent with what we require for people to put news racks in the Village, 

what the insurance requirements are to use Leonard Park for special events, and he can’t 
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recommend going below that level.  In addition, there are changes from the Deputy Mayor 

which are very helpful in clarifying the signs to which the law would apply, which is only to 

free standing portable signs in the public right-of-way and also clarifying that these licenses 

to put these signs in the public right-of-way are not assignable.  He has no further proposed 

changes to the agreement and has no issues with the way it is currently drafted.  

 

 Deputy Mayor Abzun stated that the code changes are to all signs, the insurance that 

is being required would include the free standing portable signs and we have not decided on 

whether or not the Board would like to pursue that under the code.  The license agreement 

is not part of the code per se, but is something that they are reviewing under the 

amendments and not adopting these agreements as part of the code, but including the 

insurance requirements as part of the code.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer stated that she is concerned as code continues for years and 

requirements change over time and feels that it is too limiting.  She thinks a more general 

statement as determined, or as set by the Village Board would be more effective.  Trustee 

Schleimer also stated that notwithstanding the insurance requirement, people will sue the 

deepest pocket which would be the Village which would include a cost to defend those suits 

if/when they arise.  She also thought in Section 2, which deals with the portable signs, she 

would consider adding a paragraph that says when wind speed exceeds a certain amount 

the signs must be taken in.  

 

 Deputy Mayor Abzun brought up that the proposed code has guidelines for the signs 

including weight along with language that states the Village Board has the ability to suspend 

this allowance when the Village sees fit.   

 

 Mayor Picinich noted the suggestion, but also said that if wind speed is added to the 

code, that business owners are not going to be measuring wind speed to bring those signs 

in. 

 

 Trustee Patiño made mention that that task would be daunting to small business 

owners who may have to rely on employees since they are not at the shop all the time and 

would also be difficult to do if you are alone in that establishment.  She appreciates that 

concern, but would like to find a way to navigate around that issue.   

 

 Mayor Picinich made mention that the proposed changes in the code reference that 

the free standing signs need to be weighted to ensure that it can withstand wind gusts and 

she thinks that identifying a wind speed would be difficult as different signs will be able to 

withstand different speeds.  The idea is that the business owner is responsible for the sign 

regardless of the conditions.  

 

 There was some discussion amongst the Board regarding the weight of the sign and 

language in the code to make sure the Village is not held liable if someone decides to sue 

for damages.  

 

 Mayor Picinich opened up for public comment at this time.  There was no comment.  
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A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 

keep this hearing open for written comment until December 2, 2022; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

 

1) Communications: 

 

2) Petitions:  

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

a. Water Report 

 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that the total water production for the month of 

October was 41.762 million gallons for a daily average of 1.347 million gallons.  This is 

lower than the September and August average.  All of the water produced for the month 

came from Byram Lake and the filtration plant.  The Leonard Park wells were not used 

during the month.  Byram Lake began the month at 86% capacity and ended the month at 

83% capacity.  

 

b. Change in collection – Thanksgiving 

 

Mr. Brancati shared the following changes to the refuse and recycling collection 

schedule due to the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday. 
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c. Free Holiday Parking 

 

Mr. Brancati advised of the following: 

 

FREE 4-HOUR HOLIDAY PARKING 

IN SELECT MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS 

 

Friday, November 25th - Monday, January 2nd 

 

Free 4-hour holiday parking is being provided in select municipal parking lots from Friday, 

November 25th through Monday, January 2nd. 

 

Parking Lot Locations (4-hour spots only): 

 

 

Shoppers Park; South Moger Parking Lot; North Moger Parking Lot; Blackeby Parking Lot; 

Dakin Parking Lot; E. Hyatt Parking Lot. Look for the blue free parking signs.  4-hour limit 

will be enforced.  12-hour spots are not free, and permit spots are for permit holders only. 

On-street meters are not free. 
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For Employees of Downtown Businesses:  Free all day parking during this period is 

available in the North Moger Parking Lot - see Tax Receiver's Office in Village Hall for 

obtaining a permit. (914-864-0034 taxreceiver@mountkiscony.gov) 

 

d. Leaf Collection Reminder 

 

Mr. Brancati advised residents of the following: 

 
 

 

5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Abzun began by saying that Election Day in the Village yielded a yes 

vote for our two (2) propositions on LOSAP for our first responders without a tax increase 

for residents.  She continued on to run down the other elected officials who won their 

respective races and looks forward to their continued dedication to the residents of Mount 

Kisco.  Deputy Mayor Abzun also reported on dangerous driving trends that are happening 

Village-wide including speeding, U-turns, and refusal to stop for school busses.  She urged 

all drivers to slow down and be mindful of pedestrians.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that she has also received reports of cars passing 

school busses and this is an important issue in the Village as these children are crossing 

major intersections.  She continued on to thank New York State Assemblywoman Sandy 

Galef for all the information she shares and has alerted her to a Medicare scam that is going 

on currently and warned seniors that Medicare will never call you directly.  Trustee 

Schleimer went on to run down some recent legislation that was passed.  She continued on 

to report that there are some webinars/seminars for those who are looking for assistance 

navigating the court systems.  Trustee Schleimer also mentioned that the induction 

ceremony for the Westchester County Senior Hall of Fame is coming up and this Board 

nominated Liz Deiter who was named an inductee.  She also mentioned that the United Way 

mailto:taxreceiver@mountkiscony.gov
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of Westchester is currently offering free lift rides to residents without access to public 

transportation.  Trustee Schleimer also noted that RSV of Westchester is seeking adult 

volunteers to be placed in meaningful positions throughout the county.  She also mentioned 

that Westchester Planning is looking for feedback on the mobility plan and urged residents 

to add their input as well as free Medicare counseling at Westchester County libraries.  

Trustee Schleimer also noted that a homebound booster is available for those who are 

unable to leave their home as well as a respite program through Saint Cabrini for those who 

may need time away from loved ones they care for.  

 

Trustee Bianchi began by congratulating Deputy Mayor Abzun and Trustee Schleimer 

on their respective elections.  She also wanted to mention that Westchester County is 

offering free rides on the Bee Line Bus System including paratransit transportation.  

 

Trustee Patiño began by thanking all those in the room for bearing with the cold and 

for being a part of the community.  She continued by congratulating Sandra’s Beauty Shop 

on Lexington Avenue for celebrating 20 years in the community.  She also congratulated her 

daughter Mila on turning three!  Trustee Patiño went on to thank the Emergency Shelter 

Partnership for allowing Legado Latino to serve the community by volunteering this past 

week.  She also wanted to remind the community that Women Unite is having a fundraiser 

at Jazz on Main for those interested.  She also announced that the Youth group will be 

hosting a meeting for people who are interested in working with them in the future.  Trustee 

Patiño also wanted to recognize that five (5) people were killed and 25 were injured in a 

mass shooting at a Colorado Springs LGBTQ club and urged State and Federal lawmakers to 

go beyond making statements and take swift, exacting action to ensure public safety.  She 

ended by asking residents to remember to shop local and support local business.  

 

Mayor Picinich began by sharing some upcoming activities including Small Business 

Saturday, The Chamber’s Window Reveal, the grand opening of the movie theater, and the 

Annual Tree Lighting.  Mayor Picinich also sent out congratulations to Diana Cardea on the 

relocation and reopening of Indulgence Beauty Bar in the Village.  Mayor Picinich also 

congratulated the seniors on their craft sale, which was held over the past week and funds 

activities at the senior center.  

 

6) Old Business: 

 

a. Renaming Holiday Inn Drive 

 

Mayor Picinich announced to the residents that the Board had recently opened up 

suggestions from the public to rename what is now known as Holiday Inn Drive.  The names 

that have been picked as finalists are: Mel Berger Way, Peter Chinni Street, Lenni Lenape 

Lane, Quetzal Avenue, Pat Reilly Road, and Sutton’s Row.  There is a form on the Village 

website for residents to cast their final votes.  The new name will be announced in the New 

Year.  

 

7) New Business: 

 
a. Bid Award – Contract 2022-12 Leonard Street Water Main  
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A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun 

to award Contract 2022-12 for the Leonard Street Water Main to Legacy Supply, LLC in the 

amount of $741,149.00; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

b. Amendments to Village/Town of Mount Kisco Employee Handbook 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 
Abzun to approve the proposed amendments to the Village/Town of Mount Kisco 
Employee Handbook and also make the necessary amendments to make the 
handbook gender neutral; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 

pay the bills as submitted on November 18, 2022 for the months of October and November 

2022 as follows: 

 

General Fund      $    133,603.27 

Water Fund      $    535,500.14 

Sewer Fund      $        7,437.02 

Library Fund      $      13,472.51 

Capital Fund      $     365,267.00 

Trust Fund      $           730.75 

LOSAP Fund      $    500.00 

      TOTAL   $  1,056,280.69 

  

Trustee Schleimer asked about the following: Arco Facilities, special cleaning for 

early voting; Global Montello Group, diesel under state contract; Passport Labs, ticket 

collections for the month of October; water garage to October 26th, this is the addition to 

the water department building; VH Post office renovations, work is still not complete on this 

project;  

 

All in favor: 
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Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

     

 

9) Minutes - None  

 

10) Non-Local Business - None 

 

11)  Public Comment:  

 

Call in#646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605 

Zoom ID:  870 4376 1605  

 

 Mr. John Rhodes of Stewart Heights began by saying that he was concerned about 

the fire horn relocation and referenced a letter that he sent to the Board back in 2020 with 

him and his neighbors expressing concern about the relocation.  He requested that the 

Board conduct a sound survey.  

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

regular meeting at 8:18 pm.  

 

 

 

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

 

/lh 
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